July 6, 2026 Water Quality Agenda


Review and approve emails to various agencies regarding the following:

-	basement flood water testing.  DEC & DEP, DOH
-	Real-time canal monitoring/public reporting DEP – Alicia West (this may deserve a resolution)
-	Bond-Lorraine Sewer – DEP Alicia West
-	CSO's – DEP Alicia West, EPA Victoria Sacks
Do any of these demand resolutions?  Should we ask for a presentation on these issues? Full CAG or just WQ?
HYDROLOGY This may deserve a resolution:  Current hydraulic conditions, including groundwater elevations and flow direction. This study by DEC was scheduled for completion in late 2024.  Per Aaron DEC is working on it.  Followed up with Aaron 4/27/2026.  See addenda – we know they are not including toxins in the study.  Suggestion – overlay the map.  – Now that Jason has created a tool, can DEC use it once its survey is done?

Housekeeping:

1) PowerHouse walkway at TB1.  

2) Mounding:  We will follow on the mounding studies once EPA presents on them again.  Issue is forward looking – climate change.

3) DO Levels:  Any acknowledgement from Fagel, Waldron or Smith to our resolution re: DO levels, Erica?

4) OMP:  What is EPA’s demand for responsible parties to maintain an operation and maintenance plan (OMP) for the Gowanus Canal Clean-up strategy? Who will ensure that the OMP is done going forward? Will EPA continue to check that the water quality remains good and that the cap is intact? Does EPA have an OMP Plan? Where is it?  Katia followed on these two questions – any answer?

-	Has DEP started to measure how much of first flush the new buildings are capturing?  
-	A government agency is supposed to model projections for population increases and climate change. Did the scientific projections in the LTCP account for the results of climate change?  
-	Outreach – can the artists stop dumping their paint in the canal by washing brushes, etc… Eymund says that this is an issue in the canal.



E-Mail Addenda

DEP Questions: 
 
Hello Ms. Garcia and Ms. Hughes (She has left DEP), wrote to Alicia West and she replied below:

The Gowanus Canal Community Advisory Group's Water Quality Committee has a number of questions that we believe DEP can, hopefully, answer.  Please respond in writing and we would greatly appreciate if you could let us know when it would be convenient to give the full Advisory Group a presentation about the answers to the questions we have presented below.
· What is the current capacity of the Red Hook and Owls Head sewer treatment plants and what do you expect it will be after the completion of building out of Atlantic Yards, the Gowanus rezoning, Brooklyn Marine Terminal rezoning, and Governors Island rezoning? We would love an update since the 2015 drafting of the Gowanus Canal Long Term Control Plan (LTCP) as there has been additional development since then. Will the new construction exceed the capacity of those treatment plants?
·  The Bond-Lorraine Sewer is specifically mentioned in the EPA's Gowanus Canal Record of Decision (ROD). We believe it should be addressed before any development at the former manufactured gas plant (MGP) at Public Place. Can DEP provide an update on the status of commencement and/or funding of the required Bond-Lorraine Sewer repairs?
· What is required of the new buildings to offset sewer contributions?  What entity is confirming that the developments are including these components and calculating/confirming that these components actually offset the sewage from the new occupants.  What is the timeline for such work and will the results be made public?  Where and how?  Is there an ongoing plan to continuously monitor that there are not excessive/additional sewage contributions from these buildings?  If so, how, by which entity, for how long? 
· Can the Red Hook and Owl’s Head Wastewater Control Plants handle the additional loads both in dry and wet weather events?
· A government agency is supposed to model projections for population increases and climate change. Did the scientific projections in the LTCP account for the results of climate change?  Can we get a presentation on the modeling?  
Thanks so much for your prompt attention to this matter.

Joan Salome-Rodriguez, Esq.
Moderator of the Gowanus CAG Water Quality Committee
________________________________________________________________



Alicia West responded – do we have follow-up questions?  I’d like to know if the work described already has funding in the City budget.

Hi, Joan. Thanks for sending these questions along. I understand the committee's central question to be about how the rezonings, development and climate change will impact the Owls Head and Red Hook sewersheds. 
 
New York City’s sewer system is broken into 14 sewersheds, or drainage areas, that convey wastewater and stormwater to treatment at one of DEP’s 14 wastewater resource recovery facilities (WRRFs). The Owls Head sewershed manages an area of roughly 13,000 acres and the Red Hook sewersheds manages 3,200 acres. Both are served primarily by a combined sewer system. Owls Head WRRF is designed to manage 120 million gallons a day, and Red Hook WRRF is designed to manage 60 million gallons a day in dry weather. In wet weather, they each process twice the volume of a dry day. 
 
As our climate is changing, we are seeing more intense rainstorms that drop a lot of water in a short amount of time. As a part of rezonings, we do projections based on a particularly wet year so that we have conservative estimates on the impacts of increased density. Combined sewer overflows occur during wet weather when the system hits capacity. Combined sewers are large, and sanitary waste is not the driver of overflows. Slowing the release of stormwater into the sewer or keeping it out altogether is key to reducing overflows. Green infrastructure, like curbside rain gardens, permeable pavement and green roofs are central to this approach, and, through regulation, DEP has increased the amount of stormwater new and redeveloped properties (public and private) must manage on-site. Who is enforcing/monitoring/measuring this?
 
Rezonings and development present a huge opportunity to manage stormwater on-site and reduce demand on the city’s drainage system. Between the December 2021 rezoning in Gowanus and 2024, 20 development projects had to comply with these higher standards for stormwater management. At 585 Union Street, they have the capacity to store nearly 30,000 gallons of stormwater.  
 
Additionally, all new development requires a permit from DEP to connect to the city’s sewer. DEP evaluates each on a case-by-case basis to determine how the new developments will impact the sewer system. Developers are often required to construct new sewers in order for DEP to grant a connection permit. 
 
To your specific question about the Bond-Lorraine sewer: DEP is currently developing a design for new sewers on the west side of the canal, including a new alignment for the sewer that runs beneath the Gowanus Green development site. When the new sewer is in place, the old one will be sealed off and abandoned in place. There is no need for this work to happen prior to development.
 
I won’t be able to attend the CAG meeting on Tuesday (I’ll be traveling), but please let me know if you have questions about any of this. 
Best, 
Alicia 
 






